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NEW INITIATIVE TO ADDRESS CRITICAL NEEDS LAUNCHED
Buffalo, NY – The John R. Oishei Foundation, in collaboration with a Basic Human Needs Oversight Committee, announce the creation of the Mobile Safety-Net Team, designed to identify and assist the response by communities and organizations across Erie and Niagara Counties to the growing demand for Basic Human Needs services.
“The Oishei Foundation is very pleased to partner with the area human services agencies to respond to the growing needs in our region,” announced Robert D. Gioia, President the Foundation.
The primary goals of the Mobile Safety-Net Team include networking and strengthening community groups that provide basic human needs services, informing people of the services available to them and giving individuals the opportunity to learn about and apply for needed services without leaving their immediate communities.  Over the next two years, the Mobile Safety-Net Team will travel throughout Erie and Niagara Counties, spending up to a month in each community, working to address the needs of individuals struck by the current difficult economic conditions and to bolster the capacity of organizations that provide services to these individuals and families.  One team will remain consistently within the City of Buffalo, one will travel throughout the suburbs and rural communities of Erie County and the third team will remain in Niagara County.
The three Teams, each consisting of a Team Leader and two AmeriCorps members from Buffalo AmeriCorps, will work on meeting a number of goals, including doing a community needs assessments and creating an inventory of services; meeting with community-based organizations to determine their ability to accommodate an increase in demand for their services and networking them with regional providers; and holding a Community Resource Event at a central location in each community.  These events will serve as week-long one stop shops to assist individuals and families who require human services support.  
“The Mobile Safety-Net Teams will attempt to provide support, information and connectivity in key needs areas including housing, food, financial and legal assistance, employment, health insurance, social services and crisis services,” explains Jeffrey R. Pirrone, Supervisor of the Initiative, “Poverty no longer is a bad word and it touches individuals and families in every community in Western New York.  We are calling on all individuals to help us identify who is helping and who needs help in each community. ”  
The Mobile Safety-Net Team is a basic human needs initiative supported by The John R. Oishei Foundation.  The Basic Human Needs Oversight Committee consists of representatives from Buffalo City Mission, Catholic Charities, Erie County Department of Social Services, Food Bank of WNY, Goodwill Industries of WNY, Homeless Alliance of WNY, Meals on Wheels for WNY, Network of Religious Communities, The Salvation Army of Buffalo NY and The United Way of Buffalo & Erie County.
For more information on the Mobile Safety-Net Teams, or to find out about upcoming Community Resource Events, call 716.854.3494.
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