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SCHOLARSHIPS TO INDEPENDENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS

OFFERED BY THE JOHN R. OISHEI FOUNDATION
Buffalo, N.Y. (September 21, 2009) - The John R. Oishei Foundation is pleased to announce the availability of partial scholarships for incoming high school freshmen at area independent secondary schools for the fall of 2010. One scholarship winner will be selected for each of 16 schools that are members of the Buffalo Independent Secondary School Network (BISSNET) and that participate in the program.  


The Oishei High School Scholarship Program provides tuition and fees for economically disadvantaged minority high school students in the Buffalo area. The multi-year program began in 1998 and has awarded approximately 200 scholarships.  Annual Foundation support for the scholarship program now totals over $500,000.  


Funding for the scholarships is provided by The John R. Oishei Foundation, an independent foundation that strives to be a catalyst for change to enhance the economic vitality and quality of life for the Buffalo Niagara region. The Foundation was established in 1940 by John R. Oishei, founder of Trico Products Corporation, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of windshield wipers. 
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“Our goal is to support hard-working minority students who strive to achieve academic excellence,” said Robert D. Gioia, the Foundation’s President.  “The BISSNET member schools are equally committed to the program, and will provide whatever support these young people need to succeed in their new school environments.” 


The Oishei High School Scholarship Program is one of a variety of financial aid options available to students attending area independent secondary schools. Any student interested in being considered for an Oishei Scholarship must first complete the application process required by the individual schools that are members of BISSNET. After admission decisions are made, each school will forward its scholarship nominations to an independent scholarship selection committee which will announce its decisions in the spring of 2010. 


Placement exams for the various independent secondary schools are scheduled to take place this fall.  Application information is available at www.bissnet.org or by contacting the director of admissions at any one of the following members of the Buffalo Independent Secondary School Network:  Bishop Timon-St. Jude High School, Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart, Buffalo Seminary, Canisius High School, Cardinal O’Hara High School, Holy Angels Academy, Immaculata Academy, Mt. Mercy Academy, Mt. St. Mary Academy, Nardin Academy, Niagara Catholic High School, Nichols School, Park School of Buffalo, St. Francis High School, St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, and St. Mary’s High School. 
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